Godfrey Mwampembwa, alias Gado (b. 1969, Dar es Salaam, Tanzania)

Gado’s daily cartoon is so popular that it has become one of the main reasons people buy The Nation, Kenya’s most prominent newspaper. Aged 15, Gado began cartooning and was soon being published in Tanzania’s Daily News, Business Times and The Express. Although he enrolled at the Ardhi Institute to study architecture, Gado left after one year to become the full-time editorial cartoonist with the largest newspaper group in East and Central Africa.


Deeply involved in local social and political life, Gado is a pioneer in testing the boundaries of political correctness and safety. His boldness in tackling hot issues head on and his daily struggle to resist political interference have won him local and international admiration. By exposing the truth in his work, he has made important contributions to democratisation in Kenya and freedom of expression in East Africa. His sharp analysis and stinging wit have prodded the powerful. Renowned corruption fighter John Githongo notes: “the most frightening thing that could happen to a senior public official was to be criticised by Gado”. His courage has inspired many journalists in a region where conflicts and tensions often lead to self-censorship.

Drawing with brilliant simplicity, Gado is able to concisely convey a complex issue in just a few square centimetres. His crisp lines, expert hatching and well-constructed composition deliver precise characterisation and clear narrative, effectively concentrating yet clearly conveying his viewpoint to diverse audiences. The cartoons are insightful, witty, serious and inspiring with a strongly positive and humanistic outlook. Although he has a sharp pen, Gado never ignores the essential humanity of his subjects. He can use gentle humour and pathos when the situation deserves it.

Constantly researching and widening his knowledge of global affairs, he interprets international issues with punch and clarity for his home audience, and is particularly good at pinpointing the underlying conflicts and their impact on Africa. In 1999, Gado was named Kenya’s Cartoonist of the Year. The high quality and consistency of his work have made him the most syndicated editorial cartoonist in East and Central Africa, with regular contributions in the New Africa (UK), Courier International (France), Business Day (South Africa), Des Standard (Belgium) and the Japan Times. His works have been exhibited in Tanzania, Kenya and Europe, and he was one of 12 cartoonists to participate in the UN’s 2006 exhibition ‘Cartooning for Peace’. 

Two collections of Gado’s cartoons have been published, Democrazy! and The End of an Error and the Beginning of a New One, and a comic book entitled Abunuwasi. His work is included in Broaders (1996), a book exploring 12 cartoonists’ insights into North-South relations. Gado’s interest in other visual media led to study at the Fabrica Communication Research Centre in Italy (1996-97), where he produced a short animated video on racism, and in 2001 he graduated in classical animation and filmmaking at the Vancouver Film School in Canada. 

This award honours Gado for his courageous cartooning, for using humour to expose aspects of social and political conflicts, and for his role as an inspirational actor in the struggle for free expression in contexts where such basic rights are not guaranteed.
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